RESOLUTION #08-04-05
Declaring a “State of Emergency” for Indian Health Care 
WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, over 1.7 million American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) living in the United States rely on the Indian Health Service (IHS) for access to health care services; and 

WHEREAS, AI/AN people have long experienced lower health status when compared with other Americans that include lower life expectancy and a disproportionate disease burden because of inadequate education, disproportionate poverty, discrimination in the delivery of health services, and cultural differences; and 

WHEREAS,  given the higher health status enjoyed by most Americans, the lingering health disparities of AI/AN people is troubling with the most important factor associated with these health disparities is the inadequate funding for the Indian health care delivery system; and
WHEREAS, it is estimated that funding for Indian health needs in the United States is only provided at 50-60% of its level of need with per capita expenditures for AI/AN people significantly less than other populations served by federal health programs, such as: 

· Per capita expenditures for an AI/AN beneficiary served in the IHS is $1,914 per year; 

· Per capita expenditure for a Medicare beneficiary is $5,915 per year; 

· Per capita expenditure for a Medicaid beneficiary is $3,879 per year; 

· Per capita expenditure for a VA beneficiary is $5,214 per year; 

· Per capita expenditure for a inmate in the Bureau of Prisons is $3,803 per year; and

WHEREAS, these health and funding disparities have resulted in a health care crisis for Tribal governments and AI/AN people in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the IHS and Tribal health program budgets are being adversely affected by the current economic crisis with the price of gas having a significant impact on health services delivery.  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NPAIHB urges Congress to declare a State of Emergency for Indian health programs and move to provide emergency funding to deal with the Indian health care crisis and assist with the effects of ongoing economic crisis.  
